St Matthew’s, Stretton (with Appleton)

And

St Cross, Appleton Thorn


www.stcross.org.uk www.stmatthewschurchstretton.org.uk
For all articles and enquiries: secretary@strettoncofe.org.uk


From the Vicar …
It was only when I opened the boot of my car that I caught sight of a pair of feet and attached to the feet was a pair of legs. My heart was beating twenty to the dozen. I felt shocked and light headed. I wondered what was going on. Was my car a part of the scene of a crime or a means of disposing of the evidence? How long had this grisly situation been there?
I took a few deep breaths and focussed again. There was no blood trail so I let my eyes wonder up from the feet to the legs, to the torso to find that I was face to face with a pantomime horse!!!! That’s the trouble with living with actors!! 

This little beauty was no Shergar but a polyester facsimile of a hybrid nag where the rider, in this case Simon, was part of the costume and cleverly fooled the young children who came to see his play, into thinking that he was riding on top of the “horse”.
How easy is it to be fooled into thinking that something is real?
In Genesis 27 we read of a continuing desire of Jacob to take his brother Esau’s birthright. Aided by his mother Rebekah, Jacob dressed in goat skin on his arms and neck so that he might appear like his brother. His father Isaac had such poor eyesight that he gave the blessing to the wrong son. Jacob had fooled him.
What pleasure did Jacob actually derive from doing something like that? Could he really enjoy the status and opportunities that this blessing gave him seeing as it was so dishonestly achieved?
Whilst we may not have gone to the lengths of Jacob, were there any times when we have achieved things but not entirely in the spirit that they should have been given? Or perhaps you have been the one who has been fooled by someone else?
Six chapters later we see reconciliation between the brothers, So much has happened since they last met when Esau had wanted to kill Jacob but they took the opportunity to make amends - one seeking forgiveness and the other choosing to forgive.
We may have been hoodwinked, deliberately misled or fooled. This is a powerful story which begs to be read and for lessons to be learned.

With every blessing (yes really)

Elaine

Notes to Note

· Every Tuesday from 10-12 noon. Coffee Time at St Cross.

· Sunday 4th September at 10.30 family service at St Cross. Our opportunity to join in with the preparations of the Flower Festival by designing and making our “sheep flowers”. 
· Monday 5th September at 7.30pm Eirlys Jessop will be leading a Lectiono Divina session at the Vicarage. See article
· Friday 9th September at 6.30pm short service to open St Cross Flower Festival followed by drinks and nibbles and an opportunity to look round the displays. Sunday 11th September at 10.30 Flower Festival Celebration Service.  
· Wednesday 14th September at 7.00pm grand tour of Arley Hall 
· Friday 30th September at 7.45pm a concert at St Matthew’s in aid of Neil Cliffe Cancer Care Centre at St. Matthew’s. See article. 
Mothers’ union

Several visitors joined with members to welcome Revd. Ed and Mrs Moira McKenna.  Ed told us about his early years in an ‘High Church’ environment, his work in the Civil Service and his vocation to be ordained.  After serving at St Matthew’s and St Cross the Bishop offered him the part-time post at Low Marple, St Martin’s.  His predecessor was not a sociable man; Ed and Moira have changed all that and become well-known locally, and in the schools.  Ed explained the symbolism of the items he wears, and was pleased to tell us that Moira and some other ladies have been doing a lot of creative sewing for use in the services.  Moira was delighted to tell us that they now have thirty-one members in their new Mothers’ Union Branch.

Members were reminded that the next meeting is on Thursday 22nd September in the Church at 2pm for our Social Concern Service, when we will be joined by Josie Long from the Diocesan panel.

Mothers’ union Centenary Celebration

Our Centenary Celebration will take place on 27th October, and the committee will be making arrangements and sending invitations.  It will be a very special occasion and we hope the congregation of St. Matthew’s will be able to help by supplying any artefacts or photos pertaining to the MU. There will be a service at 2.00pm in Church and our speaker will be the new Diocesan Chaplain, Revd James Ambrose. We will also be inviting our friends from other MU groups in the area followed by afternoon tea in the School Hall. We would warmly welcome any previous members of MU. Joan Shaw. 211813

Learning to Listen Course

We are getting close to the dates for the Learning to Listen Course. This will be held close to home for your convenience at St Matthew’s Church on Saturday 1st and 15th October 2011.  The whole course will start at 10am and finish at 3pm and will be led by two experienced Acorn Christian Listener Tutors. Tea, coffee and biscuits will be provided but please bring a packed lunch.  The cost for the course is £32 which will include all materials. Should anyone find that the fee might be prohibitive for them then please contact Elaine in strictest confidence for assistance. The aim is to introduce the idea and skills of the ministry of listening to others more effectively which will help to improve the quality of relationships in home, church and workplace.  It is recommended that those attending will have gone through the basic Just Listen DVD and booklet or have done a listening course before. Cheques are payable to Mrs C. Hunter. Early booking is recommended as places are being filled and there is a limit on numbers. For further information/applications please contact Val Fryer 264015 or 07792 702054.
Martha’s Group

Please contact one of us if you need any assistance at all. A willing band of volunteers is available to help you with shopping, picking up prescriptions, lifts to the doctor/hospital/clinic. We are also looking for people who may be able to join this willing band; perhaps you would be able to take someone to a Church service you normally attend or do some shopping at the same time as you shop for yourself. Please contact one of us - we would be delighted to hear from you.

Val Fryer 264015          Carol Rylett 730986            Wendy Duckworth 266555
We are quietly pleased!

The Tea Room on Walking Day earned a net total of £282.35 and all involved are quietly pleased with our successful outcome.  Much if this success can be attributed to the excellent work of the tea ladies, who served their customers with efficiency and charm.  Nor should we forget all of those people who provided cakes for the occasion, because, of course, serving up these cakes helped us make our money. Our thanks are also due to Michael Foxall for setting out the room on Friday evening and Margaret Hart and Pat Owen, for tidying up and retrieving the various articles we left behind before going on our Walk of Witness.  This year, for the first time, we had four young men from the Y.O.I helping in the kitchen area, collecting empty crockery from the tables and replenishing the supplies of those serving the teas. The young men were pleasant and hard working and their input contributed to the smooth running of the afternoon.  We were a good team.

Christian Aid
Thanks to everyone who gave generously to Christian Aid’s Emergency Appeal for East Africa.  We have sent £447.64 towards the vital work being done by Christian Aid’s partners to save lives by providing food, water, shelter and medical help.  Your help is very much appreciated.  Jenny Myall
ST. MATTHEW’S  AUTUMN  FAIR 2011
This will be held on Saturday 12th November at 2.30pm in Appleton Parish Hall, Dudlows Green Road. There will be a preliminary meeting in St. Matthew’s Church Hall on Thursday 8th September at 7.30pm to discuss arrangements for this year’s Fair. Everybody is welcome to attend to discuss both old and new ideas.
The Autumn Fair, in addition to being a very pleasant social occasion, together with the Men’s Effort, raises a considerable amount of money towards the upkeep of St. Matthew’s Church and we do value and appreciate your help and support. 
Mothers Union. Cakes and produce have always been popular at the Fair. Please contact Joan Shaw (211813) to donate.
A.C.F. Please contact Wendy Homer (261075) to donate gifts or crafts with a red-gold-and-green theme.
Good as New Items. We are appealing for nearly new or items in very good condition for this stall. If you feel you have anything suitable would you please contact Barbara Hamilton (265558), who is happy to collect and store goods.
Refreshments. Elaine Johnson will be organising the refreshment room. Please would you contact her if you are able to help on the day, or to donate cakes (268262). We would like to offer our grateful thanks to Pat Owen and Mary Blackshaw, who have organised and manned the tea room so successfully for many years.
Tombola. The Men’s Connections group will be running this stall. Please contact Ian Buckley (261088) ian.buckley90@ntl.com or George Barnes (860475) to donate prizes.
Photographic prints. For the second year there will be a stall selling photographic prints.
Toy Stall and Children’s Tombola. The latter will be new this year.
Please contact Liz Morrison (07850306429) or Sarah Harthill (07947640384) to donate toys in good condition, or children’s tombola prizes.

Thank you for any contributions or help you may be able to give. There will be more information in the October Parish Magazine. Margaret Hart
ANNUAL HARVEST SUPPER.

This will be held on Thursday 20th October in St. Matthew’s Church Hall, Stretton Road at 7.00 for 7.30pm. Please see the Church Notices and the October Parish Magazine for further details.

The first of the 300 Club draws this year will take place, the proceeds of which are equally divided between prizes for the members and the maintenance of the Church Hall.

All proceeds from the Harvest Supper itself are for St. Matthew’s Church.

We hope you will come and enjoy the evening.

Go Kidz 

Go Kidz took a break during August.  I hope you all had a lovely summer break. As we start again in September in we would love to welcome any new children.  Join us in church at 10.30 and then come with us to continue our learning in the church hall, finishing at 11.30.  Our sessions include a bible story, songs and dancing, and an activity.  We welcome all children age 2 ½ to 8.  Our programme for September is:


4 September
Parish Communion in Church


11 September
Creation
Genesis 1-2


18 September
Family Worship in Church


25 September 
The Fall
Genesis 3


2 October
The Flood
Genesis 6-8

For more information on Go Kidz please contact Catherine Edwards (211982)

 Praise and Play

	
	St. Cross
	St. Matthew’s
	

	September
	6th
	9th
	God Made the world.  Genesis 1-2

	September
	20th 
	23rd
	Noah and the ark. Genesis 6-8


Praise and Play meets at 2.00pm in Church and is a service especially for young children from birth to school age and their carers. We have a time of praise followed by a short talk and a craft activity and refreshments. 
Welcome Course
This will build on one of our Growth Action Plan aims and will be over four weeks of no more than two hours a session and is based on Scripture readings. This will be run in the autumn and will be advertised in the newsletter which can be accessed on line.

Headteacher
Following the promotion of our current Headteacher, the pupils, staff, parents and governors are seeking... A Headteacher with Passion who can continue to lead our school on its journey from 'being a good school' to an outstanding school. We need someone with: a commitment to promote and enhance the Christian ethos of the school; a clear vision of how you can enable each and every child to reach their full potential; strong collaborative leadership and management skills; the ambition and motivation to lead our successful school into the next stage of development. Application forms and further details are available from www.warrington.gov.uk/jobs or by ringing the 24 hour recruitment line on 01925 442040, please quote reference HEA/004/11.

Closing Date: Noon on Friday 16 September 2011

Shortlisting: 22 September 2011 Interviews: 28 and 29 September 2011
Mancunian singers

We are very much looking forward to welcoming the Mancunian singers to St Matthew’s on Friday 30th September at 8pm. It will be a wonderful evening and you will also be helping to support a good cause - the Neil Cliffe Cancer Care Centre which is part of the Saint Ann’s Hospice organisation. They are celebrating their 40th anniversary this year and the £6 tickets will include a drink and nibbles and free entry into a raffle.  Tickets from 01606 892367. 
special services

Every month until Christmas there will be special services and sermons at the 10.30 service at St Matthew’s focussing on pastoral care. 

Our first service will be part of Back to Church Sunday when we look at Welcome. As part of that we will be welcoming Olivia, Poppy and Zachery Rudd as part of their baptism on 25th September.

On 23rd October, we will be considering Listening. 

The 27th November gives us an opportunity to look at more detail at the amazing work of the MARTHAS group in our parishes. 

Finally December 4th we will be looking at the hugely important theme of Communication.
Feel free to invite your friends and family along.
First Aid

Please keep your eyes open for news of a first aid session in September or October which will last for two hours. Let Elaine know if you would be interested. Details will appear in the notice sheet on the website.
JOY
We are a group for the older range of children who are in KS2 and secondary school. Here is a bit of information about what we have been doing and plan to do next term.  We will continue with our bible reading and 7 question test on each passage, it is a really good way to structure each Sunday school session, it doesn’t consume the whole hour, but it does focus on some important stories that define the content of the bible and the Christian faith. We will use other time available during the hour to discuss relevant features of the year related to the days of the week around that Sunday session. We use a book called the English year by Steve Roud to do this. We set the information in here in context with our faith, what the derivation of certain customs are, and how these things relate to our modern and everyday lives. We also take time at each session to let the children air their thoughts from the week, what they have been doing, worries and concerns, and we spend time discussing these so that they are able to hopefully share things with others and better deal with issues. In relation to the Bible readings, we would like to set up a quiz, Joy group vs the congregation to take place during a service. I am confident that the Joy group will win, and it will demonstrate how easy it is to learn facts by reading the bible in a structured way, without having to read things that are easily forgotten because one finds it boring or not able to understand the meanings contained within them. I think it will be quite telling, that a group of young people who have only been reading the bible for a matter of weeks, will be able to demonstrate a significant level of knowledge when compared to many of us who have done it for years.  Watch this space
Faithcourse

As part of my training last year I had the chance to experience and then to lead a “Lectio Divina” session.  This is Latin for "divine reading." Early Christian monks used this method to read the bible and seek a deeper relationship with God in their daily lives. Lectio originally involved four steps -- reading the Word, thinking about it, praying over it, and being open to what God might have to say about it. The practice seeks not just knowledge of God, but understanding of how God is working in the life of seeker. I found this experience very spiritually rewarding and thought I would like to share it with you. I am therefore running a session on Monday 5 September at 7.30pm at the vicarage. If you want to come please let me know as soon as possible. No great knowledge of the bible is needed and this is open to anyone. Eirlys Jessop (Trainee Lay Reader) eirlysjessop@gmail.com 265814
ANNUAL MEN'S SERVICE  
Thursday 13th October at 7.30pm.   The Connections Men's Group Annual Service will be held at St Matthew's Church followed by a Hot Pot and Apple Pie Supper served in St Matthew's School Hall. Offers of help will be very much appreciated in serving refreshments. We look forward to welcoming the Rev Stephen Kingsnorth MA, Warrington Borough Ministry, who will be the Speaker. All donations from this Service will go to Stephen's charity, the Warrington-based, 'Active Hope' (a Christian agency working in schools and taking youngsters from deprived wards on adventure holidays). Once again men in the Parishes of St Matthew's and St Cross, their guests and our brothers in Christ across the Diocese will have the opportunity for fellowship and are warmly invited. We look forward to seeing as many men as possible attending this very special event. Tickets for refreshments cost £7:00 pp, payable in advance. For further information please contact Ian Buckley Tel. 261088. email: ianbuckley90@ntlworld.com  

St. Matthew’s Kneeler Group
On Sunday Morning 4th September at Parish Communion Service at 10.30, three kneelers will be dedicated – one in memory of Jim Smith, our organist for thirty two years, another in memory of Mrs Ivy Wallwork, a former member of St. Matthew’s congregation, and the third  depicting Owen’s Corner,  for Fred Owen, currently a stalwart member of St. Matthew’s morning choir.

In September and throughout the year we will be meeting on the first and third Thursday afternoons of each month from 2-4pm in St. Matthew’s Church Hall. All are welcome to join in making kneelers, bringing your own needlework or craft, or just calling in for a cup of tea and a chat. We look forward to seeing you. Margaret Hart.
st cross september CALENDAR 

	4th
	11th Sunday after Trinity
	10.30
	Family Service (see above)

	6th
	Tuesday
	2.00
	Praise and Play

	7th  
	Wednesday
	10.30
	Mid Week Communion 

	9th
	Friday
	6.30
	Flower Festival Opening Service

	11th
	12th Sunday after Trinity
	10.30
	Special Service of the Word for the Flower festival

	20th
	Tuesday
	2.00
	Praise and Play

	18th
	13th Sunday after Trinity
	10.30
	Laying on of Hands

	25th
	14th Sunday after Trinity
	10.30
	Holy Communion Back2Church Sunday


St Cross flower festival

As part of our 125th Anniversary Celebrations, St Cross will be holding a Flower Festival in church from 10th - 12th September.  The festival will be officially opened by Mrs Anne Burgess on the 9th September after a short service at 6.30pm. Drinks and nibbles will be served. Our chosen theme is "Stories Jesus Told" and it will be suitable for all ages – the children will love trying to find the “lost” sheep. We are open on Saturday from 10am to 4pm and Sunday straight after the end of the 10.30 service. Donations appreciated and there will be an opportunity to buy light refreshments during the day.
Arley Hall

You are invited. To a grand tour of Arley Hall with an opportunity to visit the Gardens at a special event, courtesy of Lord and Lady Ashbrook, on Wednesday 14th September 2011. The evening will commence at 7pm until 9.30pm. The gardens will be opened at 6.30 for a stroll around, weather permitting. Groups will enjoy a guided tour around the house led by Lord Ashbrook himself as he speaks about the shared history of St Cross and Arley Hall. Drinks and nibbles will be provided and there will be a musical evening taking place in the drawing room following the tours.

We are requested to park at the Hall itself and entrance can be gained via the West Hall door. Entrance strictly by ticket only £10. Cheques made payable to St Cross PCC.

St Cross Churchyard
During 1995/96 there were various trees and shrubs planted in memory of loved ones in the Churchyard extension and, whilst we cannot plant trees and shrubs without permission nowadays, we were very grateful to those who generously supported us in this way fifteen years ago. As the churchyard is being filled we have discovered that two trees are very close to potential grave spaces. One of these trees is quite stunted and one growing well. We plan to remove the one which is not growing and move the taller one which is along the same row to another more suitable place. We don’t want to offend any of the donators so can anyone connected with the following please let them know and ask them to be in contact with me if they have any concerns, Revd Elaine Chegwin Hall on 730276 or our churchwardens David Shaw 211813 or Judith Brown 265307 as soon as possible and before September 15th when we will proceed with our plans. Thank you.

In memory of: Harvey Bond, Reg and Mabel Gill, Thomas Alan Preston, Sue Renshaw, John Sutton, William Alexander Walker, Royal Naval Association. Members of the Fleet Air Arm HMS Blackcap who gave their lives for their country.
Confirmation

We will be holding a united parishes 10.30 service on Sunday 20th November we look forward to welcoming the Bishop of Chester, the Rt. Revd Peter Forster to St Matthew’s Church for our Confirmation with communion service. 
Lights, Camera, Action. Year 7+

Want to know how to understand the Bible through the eyes of Hollywood? Or find out what Nanny McPhee has to do with the Holy Spirit? Then come to LCA, a fun, friendly and informal group that paves the way for Confirmation.  

Where? The Vicarage 

When? 5-6pm, every Thursday from 22nd September

Who? Phone Nicola on 730 276 or email at n_chegwin@hotmail.com

What? (do I bring) Just bring yourself! Drinks and popcorn will be provided 

Adult Confirmation

The sessions (around 5) are informal and focus on issues and questions that are raised by individuals in the group in addition to exploring what confirmation means.  The sessions are designed to help you explore whether confirmation is a step you want to take - you are not committing yourself by joining in. The date, time and venue will be based round what best suits the group.  For further information please contact Linda Buckley on 01925 730791 or at linbuckley@yahoo.co.uk. Please leave your name and contact details and I will get back to you. 
From the Registers …
	Baptisms:
	We welcome into the Lord’s family…

	21st
	August
	Jessica Jane Morrison

	Weddings:
	We offer our congratulations to …

	23rd
	July
	Gina Ekwotosim Agger and Joseph John Rimmer

	20th
	August
	Andrew John Wylie and Anna Louise Bunting

	Funerals:
	We extend our sympathy to the family and friends of…

	29th
	July
	Joan Jackson. Service at St Matthew’s followed by committal at Foxcovert

	10th
	August
	Dorothy Monks. Service at St Matthew’s followed by burial in Churchyard.

	15th
	August
	Irene Marshall. Service at St Matthew’s followed by burial in Churchyard.


September Calendar

	1st 
	Thursday
	    10.30
	Holy Communion

	1st 
	Thursday
	      2.00
	Kneeler Group

	4th
	Eleventh Sunday after Trinity

	
	
	8.00
	Holy Communion

	
	
	10.30
	Parish Communion

	
	
	6.30
	Evensong

	5th
	Monday
	7.30
	Faithcourse - Lectio Divina

	    8th
	Thursday
	10.30
	Holy Communion

	    9th
	Friday
	2.00
	Praise and Play

	11th 
	Twelfth Sunday after Trinity

	
	
	8.00
	Holy Communion

	
	
	10.30
	Matins 

	
	
	6.30
	Evensong

	15th
	Thursday
	10.30
	Holy Communion

	15th
	Thursday
	2.00
	Kneeler Group

	18th
	Thirteenth Sunday after Trinity

	
	
	8.00
	Holy Communion 

	
	
	10.30
	Family Service 

	
	
	6.30
	Evensong

	19th
	Monday
	7.30
	Faithcourse

	22nd
	Thursday
	10.30
	Holy Communion

	22nd
	Thursday
	2.00pm
	MU Social Concern Service

	23rd
	Friday
	    2.00pm
	Praise and Play

	25th
	Fourteenth Sunday after Trinity

	
	
	         8.00
	Holy Communion

	
	
	       10.30
	Back2Church Sunday and Baptism

	
	
	         6.30
	Evensong

	29th
	Thursday
	       10.30
	Holy Communion


Altar Flowers donated BY

	4th 
	September
	Mrs Thorpe, Appleton

	11th
	September
	Mrs Brown and Mrs Day, Appleton Thorn, in memory of Mike and Keith.

	18th
	September
	Mrs M Hart, London Road, Appleton

	25th
	September
	Mrs Smart, London Road, in memory of Brian and Edith Smart.
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