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From the Vicar …
Have you ever felt “off colour?”
I recall adverts from the past which apparently sort these things out. Andrew’s Liver salts, Epsom salts and the dreaded syrup of figs helped you feel full of beans and ready to face the world again. Speaking about beans, bile beans were alleged to help you feel rosy all over – poor Rosy!

Our TV was very “off colour” this last week. The Blue team and Red team of Bargain Hunt became the green and purple team; the BBC newsreaders sported a blue hue, giving them more than a passing resemblance to Smurfs and following the football became nigh on impossible if the strips were the same style. 
Sometimes we feel a bit “off colour”. It may be related to health issues but often we can feel a bit off kilter in our spiritual life. It may be non-specific, just a general malaise, a feeling that things just aren’t right and we can’t put our finger on it. We start to feel guilty if our prayer life and Bible reading is slipping and when we lose the thread and the familiarity of what prayer life we had, it’s easy enough to spiral down.
For many people, they find that a spiritual director or accompanier or soul friend is helpful. Someone who is prepared to walk alongside us in our faith but is willing to gently challenge how we are living our Christian life and to provide us with the support, resources and encouragement to get back on track. 

In Chester Diocese, as in many other dioceses, there is a list of people who are prepared to act in this role; people who carefully tease out what lies at the heart of our concerns and prays with us and for us as we journey through. They are not counsellors and come from all backgrounds and walks of life and they provide a little pen portrait of themselves so that you can select someone who resonates with you.

Should you want to think about this further then get in touch with me and I can point you in the right direction.

With every blessing

Elaine

Notes to Note

· Every Tuesday from 10.00am -12 noon. Coffee Time at St Cross.

· Thursday 13th October at 7.30pm in St Matthew’s Church. Connections Men’s Group Annual Service.

· Saturday 15th October at 10.00am – 4.00pm in St Matthew’s Church. Learning to Listen Course.

· Tuesday 18th October at 7.30pm in St Matthew’s Church. Welcome Course: Happy to welcome Him (Luke 19)

· Thursday 20th October at 7.00pm in St Matthew’s Church Hall. Annual Harvest Supper.
· Tuesday 25th October at 7.30pm in St Matthew’s Church. Welcome Course: More than Handing out Hymn books (Luke 7)  
· 27th October at 2.00pm in St Matthew’s. Mothers’ Union Centenary Celebration Service.
· Saturday 12th November at 2pm. in Appleton Parish Hall. St Matthew’s Autumn Fair.
· Monday 28th November. Women’s Day retreat at Foxhill on the theme “Waiting”.
Mothers’ union Centenary Celebration

Our Centenary Celebration will take place on 27th October in St Matthew’s Church at 2pm, and you are warmly welcome to attend.  It will be a very special occasion and we hope the congregation of St Matthew’s will be able to help by supplying any artefacts or photos pertaining to the MU. There will be a service at 2.00pm in Church and our speaker will be the new Diocesan Chaplain, Revd James Ambrose. We will also be inviting our friends from other MU groups in the area followed by afternoon tea in the School Hall. We would warmly welcome any previous members of MU. Joan Shaw. 211813
Mothers’ union
We held our Mothers’ Union Social Concern Service in Church in September and welcomed Mrs Josie Long who heads us the Committee for Social Concern in Chester. She gave us an informative and occasionally poignant talk about the work of the Mothers’ union here and abroad including projects which supported young mothers, the Cheshire Show, away from it all holidays, prison ministry and soup kitchen in South Africa. The collection went towards the work done by the MU literacy and development programmes.
Aspirations from Appleton Thorn Primary school

Goalkeeper. Today on aspirations day, I have come dressed as a goal keeper. I have come as this because it is fun. I was inspired by Reina because he is my favourite goalkeeper. I will have to train hard and keep fit and try my best. Year 2.

Footballer. I would like to be a footballer when I grow up because you get paid a lot of money and I love it when the crowd are cheering for your team when you score a goal for your team. I also adore it when I get man of the match and you get to spray the champagne and I love getting interviewed. I really want to be like David Beckham because every time he has the ball at his feet he always knows what to do, where to go and he is really precise with the ball. David Beckham keeps himself fit and healthy by drinking a lot of water by eating his fruit and veg and also going to the gym. If I eat and drink and go to the gym, when I am older I might be fit and healthy just like David Beckham. When I’m getting to my retiring football years I want to be a legend footballer. If I make a football team I will need to be determined to go on the pitch in front of 1000s people and to try to play your absolute best every game I play and if you want to be a legend footballer like David Beckham, you have to be a great sportsman as well. Year 3 

Fashion Designer. My best educational subjects are literacy, art, DT. Literacy is fun because I love writing and if I wasn’t into designing I would love to be an author. Art because I have the time to design and DT is the same as art. The best educational subjects are Art, DT, ICT and numeracy. Art and DT because I get time to design. ICT I design on the computer and name and write about it and numeracy because I have to know a lot about measurements and width. Year 4.

I want to be a horse rider because I really like horses and I really like horse riding. I want to go to races because I think it would be fun. I would like feeding the horse but I would not like cleaning up the stable. I want to win a big trophy. Year 1.

Dear Head teacher of Appleton Thorn primary school. I am … and I am sure that I would be a great teacher in this school. I am writing to inform you on my qualities for being a teacher in your school. Firstly I love little children even though I have no younger siblings. Secondly I know I can stay calm. If a child would start to be badly behaved I would give them warnings. I also know I can be patient and dedicated to my work. My inspiration is Mrs Railton as she made my school life fun in year one.

Finally the year I would like to teach is Year One as they are not brand new to the school or too old. Thank you for reading this letter and I wish to see you soon. KS2
"We are delighted to announce that the Penketh & Sankey Community Band will be at St Cross church on Friday 18 November at 7pm  when they will play a selection of musicals tunes, marches & popular music . Tickets cost just £6 and include refreshments. For tickets or information please contact Eirlys on 01925 265814 or email eirlysjessop@gmail.com" 

Tickets and posters are in hand and will be in church for next weekend

Welcome Course
The welcome course will build on one of our Growth Action Plan aims. The course will be over four weeks of no more than two hours a session and is based on Scripture readings. All will be held at St Matthew’s Church between 7.30pm and 9.30pm.
Tuesday 18th October: Happy to welcome Him (Luke 19)

Tuesday 25th October: More than handing out hymn books (Luke 7)  

Wednesday 2nd November: Welcoming people to faith (Acts 2:47) 

Tuesday 8th November: Talk to them agreeably (Colossians 4) 

Both are suitable for sidespeople and those involved in pastoral ministry but are really applicable to all of us.
Martha’s Group

If anyone feels they would like to be part of this practical helping group, we would love to hear from you. We now feel we need some more drivers on the team, so if you would be willing to take people shopping, to doctor's appointments, local hospital clinics or library etc. don't be shy in coming forward and telephoning one of us. 

 On the other hand, if you need practical help with anything, just give one of us a call and we will do our very best to assist.

 Val Fryer 264015           Carol Rylett 730986        Wendy Duckworth 266555

 
Learning to Listen Course

The above course will now run for one day Saturday 15th October. The course will start at 10.00am and finish at 4.00pm.  The reduced cost will be £20.00. The content of the course will be around the same as previously advertised.  Due to a smaller number of participants it can be run over one day.  The aim is to introduce the idea and skills of the ministry of listening to others more effectively which should help to improve relationships in home, church and workplace.  The deadline for a firm booking is 6th October. 
For further information please contact Val Fryer 264015 or 07792 702054. 
King james bible readathon
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To celebrate the 400th year anniversary of the publication of the King James Bible, the Essar Oil Chester Literature Festival 2011 is holding a Bible Readathon! We need volunteers of all ages to help us read from ‘In the beginning…’ right the way through to ‘Amen’, but also warmly welcome anyone who wants to come along to listen and support!
The Readathon will take place every day during the 17th-30 th October at Chester city centre venues. Each reading slot lasts approximately twenty minutes but feel free to read more than once!
We currently have around 170 readers but we need more volunteers, predominantly for the weekends. 
Are you available between 10am and 5.30pm on Saturday 22nd and Sunday 23rd October, and Saturday 29th and Sunday 30th October? 
If you are unable to do weekends, but are willing to act as cover for the rest of the Readathon (given reasonable notice) please still do contact us with your availability. 
If you are interested in volunteering or would like more information, please contact Paul or Becky on 01244 405605 or email

p.lavin@chesterfestivals.co.uk 

ST MATTHEW’S  AUTUMN  FAIR 2011
This will be held on Saturday 12th November at the earlier time of 2.00pm in Appleton Parish Hall, Dudlows Green Road.

The Autumn Fair, in addition to being a very pleasant social occasion, together with the Men’s Effort, raises a considerable amount of money towards the upkeep of St Matthew’s Church and we do value and appreciate your support.

Mothers’ Union Cakes and produce have always been popular at the Fair. Please contact Joan Shaw (211813) to donate.

ACF Please contact Wendy Homer (261075) to donate gifts or crafts with a red-gold-and-green theme.

Good as New Items We are appealing for nearly new or items in very good condition (not clothes) for this stall. If you feel you have anything suitable would you please contact Barbara Hamilton (265558), who is very happy to collect and store goods.

Refreshments Elaine Johnson will be organising the refreshment room. It would be much appreciated if you would contact her if you are able to donate cakes or scones and/or to help on the day (268262).

Tombola The Men’s Connections Group will be running this stall. Please contact Ian Buckley (261088) email ian.buckley90@ntlworld.com or George Barnes (860475) to donate prizes.

Toy stall and Children’s Tombola The Praise and Play Group will be running these stalls. Please contact Liz Morrison (07850306429) or Sarah Hartill (07937640384) to donate toys in good condition or children’s tombola prizes.
Bookstall We are very grateful to the ladies who have run this in the past. However, we now appeal for volunteers from the Church community to take over this stall, for books in good condition. It involves receiving and storing books before the Fair, selling them at the Fair and disposing of any left afterwards, generally to local Charity shops. The future of this stall depends upon new helpers. Please contact David Hart (263080) for any further information and if you can help.

In addition to the above stalls, there will be two raffles, Children’s Crafts and Christmas Card Making and Face Painting.

Admission 
Adults £1.00
Children 50p

Thank you for any contributions or help you may be able to give.

There will be more information in the November Parish Magazine.

Margaret Hart
ANNUAL MEN'S SERVICE  

Thursday 13th October at 7.30pm.   The Connections Men's Group Annual Service will be held at St Matthew's Church followed by a Hot Pot and Apple Pie Supper served in St Matthew's School Hall. Offers of help will be very much appreciated in serving refreshments. We look forward to welcoming the Rev Stephen Kingsnorth MA, Warrington Borough Ministry, who will be the Speaker. All donations from this Service will go to Stephen's charity, the Warrington-based, 'Active Hope' (a Christian agency working in schools and taking youngsters from deprived wards on adventure holidays). Once again men in the Parishes of St Matthew's and St Cross, their guests and our brothers in Christ across the Diocese will have the opportunity for fellowship and are warmly invited. We look forward to seeing as many men as possible attending this very special event. Tickets for refreshments cost £7.00 pp, payable in advance. For further information please contact Ian Buckley Tel. 261088. email: ianbuckley90@ntlworld.com
ANNUAL HARVEST SUPPER
This will be held in the Church Hall, Stretton Road on Thursday 20th October, 7.00 for 7.30pm and will take the form of a Hot Pot Supper (with a vegetarian option) followed by apple pie and cream.

Audrey Sellers has very kindly agreed to recite two of her monologues. There will also be a short quiz and a raffle. The first of the 300 Club draws of the year will take place.

Tickets, Adults £8.00; Children £3.50, can be obtained from Margaret Hart 263080 or Pat Owen 730448.

All proceeds are for St Matthew’s Church.

We hope you will come and enjoy the evening.
 Praise and Play

	
	St Cross
	St Matthew’s
	

	October
	4th
	7th
	Joseph and his dreams.  Genesis 37

	October
	18th 
	21st
	Moses in the bulrushes.  Exodus 1-2


Praise and Play meets at 2.00pm in Church and is a service especially for young children from birth to school age and their carers. We have a time of praise followed by a short talk and a craft activity and refreshments. 
shine jesus shine-christmas tree festival 
Could there possibly be a more appropriate theme for a Christmas Tree Festival than ‘Shine Jesus Shine’?  The title alone radiates warmth, hope and brightness, and this will be the inspiration for Christmas 2011.
This year will build on the success and enthusiasm of previous years and will light St Matthew’s Church up with over 20 beautifully decorated and illuminated Christmas trees.  There will be Prayer & Remembrance Trees, trees sponsored by local businesses and some rather special additions prepared by the day school and Sunday school children. 

The Festival will take place over a two week period starting on Saturday 26th November. The programme will be:-

Saturday 26th November – Church open from 10am to 4pm with a special Carol Concert featuring Grappenhall Heys School at 2pm. 

Sunday 27th November – Church open for viewing, quiet prayers and reflection from 2pm to 4pm.

Saturday 3rd December - Church open from 10am to 4pm with a special Carol Concert featuring St Matthew’s Church School at 2pm. 

Sunday 4th December – Church open for viewing, quiet prayers and reflection from 2pm to 4pm.

During these times free mince pies and beverages will be available, and a chance to view a wonderful array of Christmas Trees in the beautiful setting of St Matthew’s Church, where worship has been carried out for around 200 years.
Much work goes on behind the scenes to ensure the Festival reaches out to as many people as possible and everyone is welcome to join in and help with the preparations.  Please consider contributing to your church’s special event by perhaps assembling and decorating trees, providing refreshments, meeting and greeting visitors and of course attending the services.  Please let me know if you would like more information about the Festival and how you might be able to play your part?

Footnote:  ‘Shine Jesus Shine’ was voted by Aled Jones as his number one most inspiring hymn of all time and I am sure you may well hear it sung once or twice during the Christmas Tree Festival!

Neville Snodgrass

st cross october CALENDAR 

	2nd
	15th Sunday after Trinity
	10.30
	Harvest Festival

	4th
	Tuesday
	2.00
	Praise and Play

	5th  
	Wednesday
	10.30
	Mid Week Communion 

	9th
	16th Sunday after Trinity
	10.30
	Holy Communion

	18th
	Tuesday
	2.00
	Praise and Play

	16th
	17th Sunday after Trinity
	10.30
	Morning Prayer

	23rd
	The Last Sunday after Trinity
	10.30
	Holy Communion 

	30th
	The Fourth Sunday before Advent
	10.30
	Service of the Word


Confirmation

We will be holding a united parishes 10.30am service on Sunday 20th November we look forward to welcoming the Bishop of Chester, the Rt. Revd Peter Forster to St Matthew’s Church for our Confirmation with communion service. 
Lights, Camera, Action. Year 7+

Want to know how to understand the Bible through the eyes of Hollywood? Or find out what Nanny McPhee has to do with the Holy Spirit? Then come to LCA, a fun, friendly and informal group that paves the way for Confirmation.  

Where? The Vicarage 

When? 5-6pm, every Thursday in October.
Who? Phone Nicola on 730 276 or email at n_chegwin@hotmail.com

What? (do I bring) Just bring yourself! Drinks and popcorn will be provided 

Adult Confirmation

The sessions (around 5) are informal and focus on issues and questions that are raised by individuals in the group in addition to exploring what confirmation means.  The sessions are designed to help you explore whether confirmation is a step you want to take - you are not committing yourself by joining in. The date, time and venue will be based round what best suits the group.  For further information please contact Linda Buckley on 01925 730791 or at linbuckley@yahoo.co.uk. Please leave your name and contact details and I will get back to you. 
From the Registers …
	Baptisms:
	We welcome into the Lord’s family…

	28th
	August
	Caitlyn Susan Murray

	28th
	August
	Ava Vera Whitton

	11th
	September
	Leo James Lewis

	11th                      
	September
	William Paul Anderson

	18th
	September
	Oliver Arthur Cooper

	Funerals:
	We extend our sympathy to the family and friends of…

	7th
	September
	Susan Linda Colbeck. Service at St Matthew’s, followed by cremation on 14th September at Walton Lea.

	12th
	September
	Elizabeth Jane Mary Sherburn. Service at St Matthew’s followed by cremation at Walton Lea.

	
	
	


Altar Flowers donated BY

	2nd 
	October
	Mrs Sellars, Willow Lane, Appleton

	9th
	October
	Harvest Festival

	16th
	October
	Miss Jane Gray, Stockton Heath, in memory of her mother Barbara

	23rd
	October
	Mrs Jones, Appleton Thorn

	30th
	October
	Mrs P Hughes, Delamere Park, in memory of Bill


Stretton walking day 1995

Neville Snodgrass has found a YouTube link to the 1995 Walking Day which you might find interesting. It is http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SD97cd2lrpA
October Calendar

	2nd
	Fifteenth Sunday after Trinity

	
	
	8.00
	Holy Communion

	
	
	10.30
	Parish Communion

	
	
	6.30
	Evensong

	3rd
	Monday
	7.30
	Faithcourse 

	    6th
	Thursday
	10.30
	Holy Communion

	    9th
	Friday
	2.00
	Praise and Play

	9th 
	Sixteenth Sunday after Trinity

	
	
	8.00
	Holy Communion

	
	
	10.30
	Harvest Festival

	
	
	6.30
	Harvest Celebration Service

	13th
	Thursday
	10.30
	Holy Communion

	13th
	Thursday
	2.00
	Kneeler Group

	16th
	Seventeenth Sunday after Trinity

	
	
	8.00
	Holy Communion 

	
	
	10.30
	Family Service 

	
	
	6.30
	Evensong

	17th
	Monday
	7.30
	Faithcourse

	20th
	Thursday
	10.30
	Holy Communion

	21st
	Friday
	    2.00
	Praise and Play

	23rd
	The Last Sunday after Trinity

	
	
	         8.00
	Holy Communion

	
	
	       10.30
	Morning Prayer – Theme Listening

	
	
	         6.30
	Evensong

	27th
	Tuesday
	2.00
	Stretton Mothers’ Union Centenary Celebration Service

	29th
	Thursday
	       10.30
	Holy Communion

	30th
	Fourth Sunday before Advent

	
	
	         8.00
	Holy Communion

	
	
	       10.30
	Service of the Word

	
	
	         6.30
	Service of Remembrance and Thanksgiving
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PARISH NEWS from …





St Matthew’s Church, Stretton





Vicar: Revd Elaine Chegwin Hall


The Vicarage, Stretton, Warrington WA4 4NT


Telephone: (01925) 730276





Assistant Priest: Revd Geoff Buchan


12 Hough Lane, Anderton


Telephone: (01606) 74512
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