St Matthew’s, Stretton (with Appleton)

And

St Cross, Appleton Thorn


www.stcross.org.uk www.stmatthewschurchstretton.org.uk
For all articles and enquiries: secretary@strettoncofe.org.uk


From the Vicar’s Husband …
I’ve often been asked what a Vicar’s husband does. 
I can make scones, but Nicola makes them better. I tried wearing a twinset and pearls before going to a Vicars’ wives meeting but our Vicar’s wife refused to take me until I’d changed. At the wives’ meeting I fully expected a programme of Bible studies and prayer meetings and was thrilled that they warmed to my suggestions of ten-pin bowling, pub walks, though they baulked at going climbing on an indoor climbing wall.

Ten years here, following on from nearly four in Wirral have taught me that there is little precedence to follow, so my answer is more likely to be that I make it up as I go along.
That doesn’t mean, however, that I am not averse to receiving advice and one of the most useful pieces of advice I ever received was from Len Owen:
“Ay’up lad, a’ways pay t’ get in. That’n ways they can’t mek ye work when ye get ‘ere.”
It is advice that has stuck with me ever since the St Cross May fair in 2001: pay to get in; look round all the stalls; sit and drink the coffee; eat the cake; chat sociably and ALWAYS have your entry ticket available to prove that you paid to get in.
It is such wise advice, that sometimes I think it ought to be included in the book of Proverbs, to rest alongside gems such as “Better to live on a corner of the roof than share a house with a quarrelsome wife” (21:9, 25:24) and before I am accused of sexism, “As charcoal to embers and as wood to fire, so is a quarrelsome man for kindling strife.”

Len’s passing is a time of great sadness for us all, we will miss his down to earth stories and his wonderfully irreverent humour, but we know that his faith was steadfast and precious to him. I am sure that St Peter has already been greeted with his favourite “Uh-oh here comes trouble!” The Bishop of Chester was never quite sure who the subject of the sentence was, why should this Peter be any different?
With every blessing

Peter
PS. Onions, 59p. Bag of Toffee, £1.79.
Handing out toffee onions at Halloween? Priceless!
Notes to Note

· Wednesday 2nd November at 7:30pm in St Matthew’s Church. Welcome Course.

· Monday 7th November at 2pm in Appleton Village Hall. Appleton Thorn Pre-School Open Day.
· Tuesday 8th November at 7:30pm in St Matthew’s Church. Welcome Course.

· Saturday 12th November at 2pm in Appleton Parish Hall. St Matthew’s Autumn Fair.
· Thursday 17th November at 8pm in the Ring O’Bells, Stretton. Connections meeting with Michael Gilbertson, Archdeacon of Chester.
· Friday 18th November at 7pm in St Cross. Penketh & Sankey Community Band.

· Saturday 26th November at 10am-4pm in St Matthew’s. Sparkle Christmas tree festival.

· Sunday 27th November at 2pm-4pm in St Matthew’s. Sparkle Christmas tree festival.
· Monday 28th November at Foxhill. Women’s Day retreat on the theme “Waiting”.
Concert at St Cross
"We are delighted to announce that the Penketh & Sankey Community Band will be at St Cross church on Friday 18 November at 7pm when they will play a selection of musicals tunes, marches & popular music . Tickets cost just £6 and include refreshments. For tickets or information please contact Eirlys on 01925 265814 or email eirlysjessop@gmail.com"
Welcome Course
The welcome course is building on one of our Growth Action Plan aims. Each session is no more than two hours and is based on Scripture readings. The sessions are held at St Matthew’s Church between 7.30pm and 9.30pm.
Wednesday 2nd November: Welcoming people to faith (Acts 2:47) 

Tuesday 8th November: Talk to them agreeably (Colossians 4) 

Both are suitable for sidespeople and those involved in pastoral ministry but are really applicable to all of us. Please come to either or both.
ST MATTHEW’S AUTUMN FAIR 2011

This will be held on Saturday 12th November at the earlier time of 2.00pm in Appleton Parish Hall, Dudlows Green Road. This year the Fair will be opened by Mrs Cecilia Critchley, who with her husband and daughter, is a regular member of St. Matthew’s congregation.

St. Matthew’s School choir will be singing at 2.45pm.

The Autumn Fair, in addition to being a very pleasant social occasion, together with the Men’s Effort, raises a considerable amount of money towards the upkeep of St. Matthew’s Church and we do value and appreciate your support.

Mother’s Union Cakes and Produce have always been popular at the Fair. Please contact Joan Shaw (211813) to donate.

ACF Please contact Wendy Homer (261075) to donate gifts or crafts with a red, gold or green theme.

Good as New items We are appealing for nearly new or items in very good condition (not clothes) for this stall. If you feel you have anything suitable, would you please contact Barbara Hamilton (265558) or Rae Spence (268389) who are very happy to collect and store goods.

Refreshments Elaine Johnson will be organising the refreshment room. It would be much appreciated if you would contact her if you are able to donate cakes, scones or biscuits and/or to help on the day (268262).

Tombola The Men’s Connections Group will be running this stall. Please contact Ian Buckley (261088 or ian.buckley90@ntlworld.com) or George Barnes (860475) to donate prizes.

Toy Stall and Children’s Tombola The Praise and Play Group will be running these stalls. Please contact Liz Morrison (07850306429) or Sarah Hartill (07937640384) to donate toys in good condition or children’s tombola prizes.

Children’s Paintings This year, in conjunction with St. Matthew’s School. There will be an Infant Prize Painting Competition and the pictures will be displayed in the hall on the day.

Book Stall We are appealing for volunteers to organise this stall for books in very good condition. Actually having this stall depends on new volunteers. It involves receiving books before the Fair, running the stall at the Fair, and disposing of any left afterwards, generally to charity shops. Please contact David hart (263080) if you feel you can help.

In addition to the above stalls there will be two raffles, Children’s Crafts and Christmas Card making and Face Painting.

Admission – Adults £1.00 Children 50p Thank you, Margaret Hart
Connections men’s group

On Thursday 13th October 2011 at 7:30pm Connections hosted its 5th Annual Service in St Matthew's Church and in the spirit of 'Bridgewater Churches together', open to all denominations. A warm invitation was extended to our brothers in Christ from across the Diocese and approximately 60 were in the congregation including members from our own Parish and from Churches in both East and West Cheshire. The Service included a good selection of rousing hymns with familiar tunes, chosen by our guest speaker - Methodist Minister Revd Stephen Kingsnorth MA, Warrington Borough Ministry.

We were fortunate to be supported by the Revd Geoff Buchan leading the Service, several members of our Choir who were in good voice, and Jean Bruce who was the organist, all importantly adding melody and colour to our worship. We were delighted that some of the choristers were able to join us for the meal immediately following the Service.

Thanks are due to our guest Speaker, Stephen, for an arresting, stimulating, and some times humorous delivery! His topic developed and clarified the misunderstanding between Church and Christ's Kingdom.

Stephen's chosen Charity for the evening was 'Active Hope’, with its tag line "Life, Faith, Adventure" (enabling children to gain new life experiences). Therefore, it was very rewarding and encouraging to have with us the youthful John Paul. JP as he is known locally, representing Warrington Youth for Christ, who together with his work in our local schools personified a welcome injection of youth on the night and a reminder that the youth of today could ensure continuity and the survival of the Christian Church tomorrow.

We would like to thank Debbie and her team of ladies - the magnificent  seven - Alison, Joan, Louise, Michelle, Stella, Val and Wendy who served our hotpot, apple pie and cream supper and were so attentive. I should mention that three of them Stella, Michelle and Louise are from other Churches in the area. More evidence of Connections reaching out and team effort!

Grateful thanks are also due to our Vicar Elaine for facilitating our Service, the Head teacher and Peter the School caretaker for their  cooperation and to anyone behind the scenes in ensuring our enjoyment on the night.

A collection during the Service for 'Active Hope'. This raised £174.18.

Our monthly meeting for November is on Thursday 17th November 2011 at 8:00pm at the back room of the Ring O'Bells where the Ven. Dr Michael 
Gilbertson, Archdeacon of Chester will participate in a question and 
answer session.

Ian Buckley Tel: 261088

shine jesus shine-christmas tree festival 

Could there possibly be a more appropriate theme for a Christmas Tree Festival than ‘Shine Jesus Shine’? The title alone radiates warmth, hope and brightness, and this will be the inspiration for Christmas 2011.

This year will build on the success and enthusiasm of previous years and will light St Matthew’s Church up with over 20 beautifully decorated and illuminated Christmas trees. There will be Prayer & Remembrance Trees, trees sponsored by local businesses and some rather special additions prepared by the day school and Sunday school children. 

The Festival will take place over a two week period starting on Saturday 26th November. The programme will be:-

Saturday 26th November – Church open from 10am to 4pm with a special Carol Concert featuring Grappenhall Heys School at 2pm. 

Sunday 27th November – Church open for viewing, quiet prayers and reflection from 2pm to 4pm.

Saturday 3rd December - Church open from 10am to 4pm with a special Carol Concert featuring St Matthew’s Church School at 2pm. 

Sunday 4th December – Church open for viewing, quiet prayers and reflection from 2pm to 4pm.

During these times free mince pies and beverages will be available, and a chance to view a wonderful array of Christmas Trees in the beautiful setting of St Matthew’s Church, where worship has been carried out for around 200 years.

Much work goes on behind the scenes to ensure the Festival reaches out to as many people as possible and everyone is welcome to join in and help with the preparations. Please consider contributing to your church’s special event by perhaps assembling and decorating trees, providing refreshments, meeting and greeting visitors and of course attending the services. Please let me know if you would like more information about the Festival and how you might be able to play your part?

Footnote: ‘Shine Jesus Shine’ was voted by Aled Jones as his number one most inspiring hymn of all time and I am sure you may well hear it sung once or twice during the Christmas Tree Festival!

Neville Snodgrass

Giving Thanks
Dear God I want to thank you for making new creatures spawn. 
I want to thank you for making the world for us to live on. 

I want to thank you for teachers to look after us five days a week. 
I want to thank you for letting Penelope live with us for lots of days.

I want to thank you for my Mum and Dad because they use their spare time to drive us round and round taking us to places. 
I want to thank you for making my Mum and Dad because they give me cuddles.

I want to thank you for food and drink because it makes us live.

Finally I want to thank you for Jesus because he showed us how to live properly in the World.

Amen
Children’s Society

Children's Society Christmas cards are now in church at the cross aisle. Please pay by cheque made out to The Children's Society, if you can, rather than by cash, leaving your payment in the box provided. If you would like to order additional items from the catalogue on the table, please write details on the sheet provided, and I will arrange post-free.
Christingle oranges will need a team of elves to prepare, so if you are adept with an apple/orange-corer, cocktail sticks, red ribbon and sweeties, please get in touch with me - we will be 'in production' in the church hall on Saturday 17 December from 3pm.
Advance notice for your diary - a Quiz in aid of the Children's Society on Friday January 27th - more details in next month's magazine.
Gill Bruce Tel 267743
Appleton Thorn Pre School Open Day

Parents and children are welcome to attend Appleton Thorn Pre School’s open afternoon on Monday 7th November from 2.00 – 3.00pm. Staff will be available to chat to and will show you around their excellent, secure facilities. Pre-school caters for children between the ages of 2½ and 5 years old. 
You are more than welcome to take your children with you as they will be able to spend time playing with and exploring the equipment and resources. Tea and coffee will be provided on the day, if you have any questions regarding the open day, please feel free to contact Michelle Duffield (Supervisor) on 07824 446079, or Nicola Bradley (Chair) on 07976 975110

 Praise and Play

	
	St Cross
	St Matthew’s
	

	November
	1st
	4th
	Remembrance Day

	November
	15th 
	18th
	Angels. Luke 1: 26-31


Praise and Play meets at 2.00pm in Church and is a service especially for young children from birth to school age and their carers. We have a time of praise followed by a short talk and a craft activity and refreshments.
MARTHA'S GROUP

If you attend a Church service regularly, we wonder whether you would be prepared to give someone a lift. Occasionally we get requests from people who cannot get to Church, and it would be helpful to have a list of names and to be able to offer people a lift. Perhaps you could give one of us a ring and let us know. Thanks in advance!

Please contact one of us if you are in need of lifts to Church, the doctors, hospital, shops etc. and we can ensure someone is available to take you. Please don't be nervous about asking - the Martha's Group is a practical helping group - "God's Love in Action".

VAL 264015 CAROL 730986 WENDY 266555
A Christmas welcome 
Are you staying at home for Christmas? Would you open your home and share Christmas with a student from China, India, or some other part of the world who would otherwise be stuck at an almost deserted UK University? HOST invites you to give Christmas perhaps for the first time in their life, to someone who is a guest in this country, who would love to experience your way of life and make your stay-at-home Christmas special. HOST will match you with one or two guests to suit your household. More volunteer hosts are urgently needed for 1-3 days at Christmas and weekends all year round. Please see http://www.hostuk.org or call your local voluntary organiser for a chat: Frances Quirk 0151 924 6269.
st cross November CALENDAR 

	1st
	Tuesday
	2.00
	Praise and Play

	2nd 
	Wednesday
	10.30
	Mid Week Communion 

	6th
	Third Sunday before Advent
	10.30
	Family Service

	13th
	Second Sunday before Advent
	10.30
	Remembrance Service

	15th
	Tuesday
	2.00
	Praise and Play

	20th
	Christ the King Sunday next before Advent
	10.30
	United Confirmation Service at St Matthew’s

	27th
	First Sunday of Advent
	10.30
	Holy Communion 


From the Registers …
	Baptisms:
	We welcome into the Lord’s family…

	25th 
	September
	Poppy Arabella Rudd

	25th
	September
	Olivia Isabelle Rudd

	25th
	September
	Zachary Aaron Rudd

	25th
	September
	Luke Joseph Higgins

	25th
	September
	Carole Elizabeth Brown

	Funerals:
	We extend our sympathy to the family and friends of…

	6th 
	October
	John David Carman. Service at St Matthew’s followed by burial.

	10th
	October
	Peter Wallace Ogden. Cremation at Walton Lea followed by service at St Matthew’s.


Altar Flowers donated BY

	6th 
	November
	The McKie family in memory of Frank and Josie.

	13th
	November
	Mrs R Pickering Dudlows Green Road, in memory of Bill

	20th
	November
	Dr Johnson, Beechways, Appleton

	27th
	November
	Wedding


Confirmation

We will be holding a united parishes 10.30am service on Sunday 20th November we look forward to welcoming the Bishop of Chester, the Rt. Revd Peter Forster to St Matthew’s Church for our Confirmation with communion service.
Spire English Half Marathon

On September 18th I ran the Spire English Half Marathon on behalf of “The Warrington Wolves Foundation.” The foundation’s mission Statement is “by harnessing the power of sport we aim to motivate and inspire our communities of all ages.” It was quite fun until 8 miles, but we pushed and breathed again to finally finish the 13.1 miles. I would like to thank those who sponsored me. I managed to reach a target of £180 which ended up as a grand total of £211.

Thank you again, we will have to see what we can do next year!

Philip Mascall

HARVEST

We would like to thank everybody who brought gifts of produce, fruit and flowers for the Harvest Festival and helped to decorate Church. 

Also, we would like to thank all the people who came on Monday morning to help to sort out and distribute the gifts to parishioners and various nursing homes and charities.

November Calendar

	3rd
	Thursday
	 10.30
	Holy Communion

	3rd
	Thursday
	 2.00
	Kneeler Group

	4th
	Friday
	 2.00
	Praise and Play

	6th
	Third Sunday before Advent

	
	
	8.00
	Holy Communion

	
	
	10.30
	Parish Communion

	
	
	6.30
	Evensong

	10th
	Thursday
	10.30
	Holy Communion

	13th 
	Second Sunday before Advent

	
	
	8.00
	Holy Communion

	
	
	10.30
	Remembrance Service

	
	
	6.30
	Evensong

	14th
	Monday
	7.30
	Faithcourse

	17th
	Thursday
	10.30
	Holy Communion

	17th
	Thursday
	2.00
	Kneeler Group

	18th
	Friday
	2.00
	Praise and Play

	20th
	Sunday next before Advent

	
	
	8.00
	Holy Communion 

	 
	
	10.30
	Confirmation Service with Communion

	
	
	6.30
	Evensong

	24th
	Thursday
	10.30
	Holy Communion

	 26th
	Saturday
	2.00
	Christmas Tree Sparkle Choir Carol Service

	27th
	First Sunday of Advent

	
	
	 8.00
	Holy Communion

	
	
	 10.30
	Morning Prayer – Theme Martha’s Group

	
	
	 6.30
	Advent Reflection Service

	28th
	Monday
	 7.30
	Faithcourse


[image: image1.png]



PARISH NEWS from …





Assistant Priest: Revd Geoff Buchan


12 Hough Lane, Anderton


Telephone: (01606) 74512





St Matthew’s Church, Stretton





Vicar: Revd Elaine Chegwin Hall


The Vicarage, Stretton, Warrington WA4 4NT


Telephone: (01925) 730276
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